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Dear Friends,  

 

How time flies by … It’s hard to believe that it is April already. The year is well 

underway. In the fields and in our gardens we can see signs of new life: the colour of the 

spring flowers, the buds on the trees, the young lambs jumping about. I love this time of 

year, full of colour, warmed by the rays of sunshine, full of promise and hope. In this 

season after Easter, we celebrate the new life witnessed in the resurrection – after a time 

of despair and grieving, after the darkness of winter: new life is coming. 

I’ve been here for a while now too, in the parishes of Humbie and of Yester, Bolton and 

Saltoun. Sometimes it still all feels very new – so please forgive me while I’m still getting 

to know the area and the parish, and also when I can’t remember your name! In time, I 

will learn – and I very much look forward to getting to know you. Many of you I have 

met already, and have received a very warm and kind welcome. And I would like to ask 

you to please be in touch. Let me know if I can be of help, let me know what you like 

about the church, and what you miss, what you would wish to see and experience. Let 

me know about your hopes and visions for our community, our village, and together we 

can work to make them become a reality. Every Thursday, between 1 and 2 pm, I am at 

the Humbie Hub – so please come and join me for a chat – I look forward to seeing you! 

Anikó 

 

 

 

Humbie Parish Church (Church of Scotland) Scottish Charity No. SC106765 



 2 

 

HELLO – MAY I INTRODUCE MYSELF...? 

 

By now I have met many of you, at least in passing or by shaking your hand at the 
church door, but I thought this a good opportunity to tell you a bit more about myself. 

As you know, I have only been ordained on my arrival at Humbie l/w Yester, Bolton 
and Saltoun, after finishing my training in a wide range of church settings. Besides 
taking a Bachelor of Divinity degree at New College, I have spent placements at London 
Road Church and Colinton Parish Church, both in Edinburgh, at St Andrew's Church in 
Jerusalem and at Richmond Craigmillar Church. I also worked as part of the locum team 
at my home church of Morningside United (where I also was an elder), before finishing 
my training with my probation placement, a fifteen months fulltime assistantship, at 
Corstorphine Old Parish Church under the guidance of the brilliant Rev Moira 
McDonald.  

I came to Scotland more than nine years ago from Germany, after gaining BA and MA 
degrees in Literature and Religious Studies at the University of Erfurt. In the past I have 
worked with the Taizé Community in France and Italy, at the Abbey on the Isle of Iona, 
with the L'Arche Community in Edinburgh and with the Climate Change Project of the 
Church of Scotland, in 121 George Street. 

I am a member of the ecumenical Iona Community and am involved in the wider church 
work by serving on the Ecumenical Relations Committee and the World Mission 
Council of the Church of Scotland, as well as representing the Kirk on a European 
working group on Church Fellowship, of the Community of Protestant Churches in 
Europe.  

Together with my husband David I have just moved from Stockbridge to Gifford. David 
works as the Refugee Coordinator for the Scottish Faith groups and is a member of the 
Edinburgh Methodist Church.  

In my free time, I enjoy reading and music, walking and photography and am a great 
fan of the performing arts. I'm also very happy that in our new house, we can finally 
have a cat – and black-and-white Merlin has settled quite nicely into life at the Manse. 

A few random facts about me which you might find interesting: 

I grew up in the former East Germany, about 10 miles from the border to 'the 
West' – and close to Eisenach, Bach's hometown. Eisenach's castle, the Wartburg, 
is where Martin Luther first translated the Bible into German (in the chamber he 
allegedly used there's still an ink stain on the wall, where – according to legend – 
he threw his inkpot to defend himself from the devil disturbing him in his work). 

In the past, I have learned acrobatics, worked at the German National Theatre in 
Weimar, and portrayed a little Japanese maid, a South Pacific island girl and a 
fairy in Gilbert and Sullivan productions at the Kings and Festival Theatres in 
Edinburgh. 

I have learned (and for a great part forgotten) six languages – I leave it to you to 
guess which ones. 
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My previous jobs include being a sacristan, shop manager, cantor, administrator, 
waitress, ceilidh-caller, web-editor, farm animal carer and also selling ice-cream – 
among some others. Most of these were actually part of working for Christian 
organisations – I wonder how well they prepared me for parish life? 

I am very grateful for the warm welcome I have already received here in East Lothian 
and look forward to getting to know you! If you have any questions, or would like to 
meet up for a cup of coffee, please give me a call or come to see me in the Hub (every 
Thursday, 1–2 pm). And please be patient with me while I'm learning your names – it 
might take a while, but please do keep reminding me! 

Anikó 
 

 

We are delighted to welcome Anikó to Humbie and are very much enjoying working 
with her.  

We would like to thank John Mitchell who acted as interim moderator throughout the 
vacancy and provided us with much wise counsel and practical help. 

We would also like to thank Peter Kimber, our locum, who worked so hard and so ably 
to inspire us from the pulpit and to visit the parish. We valued his help and his 
friendship and look forward to welcoming him back occasionally on pulpit supply! 

 

Humbie Kirk Session 

 

 

LIST OF ELDERS (at April 2016) 

 

Session Clerk: Liz Hunter   2 Leaston Farm Cottages  

   Elizabeth Bayne-Jardine Hattonhill 

   David Cunningham East Peaston 

   Janice Dagg   Saltoun Station, Pencaitland 

Donald Hardie  Chesterhill 

Treasurer:  Margo Hodge  Humbie Mill    

   John Mair   New Mains 

   George Pate   Stobshiel Mains 

   Max Ward   Stobshiel House 
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FROM OUR TREASURER 

 

All good; one of the most beautiful Kirks in Scotland, an enthusiastic, switched on, lovely new 
minister. What more could a kirk treasurer want? Yes, you’ve got it, money! 

Last year our total expenditure was nearly £23,000. Our income exceeded that amount by over 
£2,000. This is mainly due to very generous kirk members, fund raising and the taxman. As we 
are a charity we make use of Gift Aid. As long as we have the majority of people signed up to 
Gift Aid we are able to claim tax back from all the money collected on a Sunday, regardless of 
whom it comes from. Last year our tax refund was over £3,500! Our fund raising has been 
kicked off by The Humbie Kirk Bakers who have raised £295 from their baking orders. (Any 
fund raising suggestions are always welcome.)  

Humbie Kirk session has been very prudent over the years, which means we have reserves 
invested by the Trustees of the Church of Scotland but, as a congregation, last year we had 
slightly reduced numbers. As Lothian Presbytery are always reviewing the viability of churches 
we must be in a healthy position both financially and attendance wise. 

You can donate to the kirk at any time; Sunday services, direct debit from your bank, or 
annually. Donations can be given to any member of the Kirk Session. If you want to sign up for 
gift aid speak to John Mair.  

Thank you to all of you who donate; a trip to the bank to deposit money is always an enjoyable 
experience. 

Margo L. Hodge 

Treasurer 

 

SNIPPETS 

www.humbiechurch.org 

We now have a church website. Have a look at www.humbiechurch.org, to see photos from our 
church life, to read about the history of Humbie Church and to find out about our news. We 
hope you’ll like it! 

 

Twinning 

Do you have an interest in the work of the church in other countries? Do you enjoying getting to 
know a wide range of people? We are looking for someone to act as a link on email with a 
contact in the South West Sikkim Pastorate. This group of churches is interested in a twinning 
arrangement with us. Could this be for you? If so, please get in touch with Liz Hunter on 
liz.lewis4@btinternet.com. 
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PARISHIONERS’ WISHES 

by Donald Hardie 

 
At the gate to Humbie Kirk, there is a stone aisle on which is carved: 
 

This aisle has been erected by Archibald Broun of Johnstounburn in lieu of the burial 
place of his family within the church which in deference to wishes of the parishioners he 
has now closed. 

MDCCCXIV 
Revelation 14 v 13 ‘And I heard a voice from Heaven saying unto me, Write: Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord.’ 

 
There is no written record of why the Broun family burial place was closed. So – why? In 
Humbie Kirk is the stained glass window of the Resurrection with this phrase – ‘To the memory 
of the loved and departed family of Broun of Johnstounburn who rest within this church and in 
the nearby aisle.’ There are coffins beneath our feet in the church with the one legible word 
‘Johnstounburn’ on them.  
 
So – why? In those days, there was a Free Kirk near the burn below the present Humbie Hub. 
The Church of Scotland and the Free Kirk were strongly opposed to each other. Archibald 
Broun let the Free Kirk have Hazyhill for their minister’s manse. This would have been bitterly 
resented by Humbie Kirk. 
 
Hazyhill, opposite the war memorial, was then part of the Johnstounburn Estate as it was when 
we arrived in 1956. At that time Andrew Usher’s grandson George lived there.  
 
I wonder if Hazyhill is the reason for erecting the aisle in which Archibald Broun is buried? 
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The Scheduled Messy Church event for Sunday 15 November was postponed due to various 
circumstances outwith our control. However, we were delighted that it was re-arranged for 28 
February, which let everyone get over the Christmas holidays and all the usual children’s 
activities at that time of year.  

The theme was “Daniel in the Lions’ Den” and, once again, the sheer imagination of the 
children who took part did not cease to amaze. They are so enthusiastic in all the crafts set out 
for them, adding their own ideas to our basic outlines – whether it was decorating biscuits, 
making lion masks and crowns, origami lions, praying hands or prayer cubes. Pinning the tail 
on the lion was also very much enjoyed.  

After an hour of crafting, the children sat down to hear the story of Daniel, whose absolute trust 
in God saved him from the mouths of the lions and caused King Darius to order everyone in his 
kingdom to respect that same God to whom Daniel prayed several times a day. Anikó told the 
story, in the most animated and expressive way, to a captive audience of children, who seemed 
to hang on her every word, accompanied by a few of our helpers acting out the parts of Daniel, 
King Darius and the jealous servants of the King. After a few practices, the children joined in 
singing “Daniel was a man of prayer”, accompanied by Sharon Dirkin on piano. Anikó then 
lead us in grace before everyone shared in a lovely supper of macaroni cheese followed by 
delicious mixed fruit salad. 

The organising committee will be meeting again very soon to plan the next Messy Church event 
for the villages of Saltoun, Bolton, Humbie and Gifford. Details will be circulated via the 
various church services and through the schools. Look out for the flier in your child’s 
schoolbag. Notices will also be displayed in the villages and surrounding areas. 

Messy Church can be found, along with our respective churches, on Facebook. Please like us 
and share in our activities. Once again, we are open to suggestions as to the type of activities 
which the children (and accompanying adults) would like to have included at Messy Church 
events. Sunday schools are run in Yester and Bolton& Saltoun every week, and we hope to get 
the Humbie Sunday Club running again very soon. 

 

Janice Dagg 
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CHURCH ROTAS – Services are weekly at 10 am 

DATE MINISTER READER FLOWERS COFFEE 

MAY 1  Anikó Paddy Scott Sally Heaphy Moya 
Marshall 

Communion 

8 

Anikó Liz Hunter Lynne Lowrie  

15 Anikó Al Beck   

22 Jim Black Alastair Salvesen Fiona Dalrymple  

29 Congregations 

Joint with YBS 

Nicola Bolton  Liz 
Hunter 

JUNE  

5 

Anikó Janet Beck Lois Bayne-Jardine Margo 
Hodge 

12       Peter Kimber Donald Hardie   

19 Anikó Jim Hunter Ann O’Donovan  

26 Anikó Colin Lowrie   

JULY  

3 

Anikó John Mair Janet Hancock Janet 
Dagg 

10 Anikó Patrick Flockhart   

                   17       Peter Kimber Muriel Pate Jessie Gibb  

24 Anikó Max Ward   

31 Anikó Elizabeth Bayne-
Jardine 

Joan Sampson  

AUGUST 7  Anikó Lois Bayne-Jardine  Anne 
Mair 

14 Congregation Janice Dagg Hilary Menzies  

                   21 Anikó George Pate Jnr   

28 Anikó Nicola Bolton Janet Beck  

SEPTEMBER 4   Jonny Gibbs  Janet 
Beck 

11  Margo Hodge Ruth Slight  
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18  Joan Sampson   

25  Al Beck Anne Mair  

OCTOBER 2  Patrick Edwardson  Jessie 
Gibbs 

                     9                 Alastair Salvesen Team Effort  

16  Paddy Scott   

                   23  Janet Beck Margo Hodge  

30  Donald Hardie   
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NEWS FROM HUMBIE PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

 

Once again it has been a busy few months 
for Humbie School. Shortly after Christmas 
we said farewell to Mr Dagger who was 
promoted to Depute at Law Primary School. 
Although Mr Dagger’s stay with us was 
short he was well liked by the children. The 
children were delighted when Mr Dagger 
gifted them his pet fish; they are now very 
much part of the Humbie Classroom. 
Fortunately we were able to recruit to the 
position of Principal Teacher without a 
break for the children and Mrs Pearson, 
formerly of Saltoun Primary School, has 
been quick to settle and make the classroom 
her own. The children really enjoy their 
learning with Mrs Pearson and particularly 
like their daily mile that she has introduced. 
Indeed we are all a little fitter for it! 

Recently the children have been engaged in 
a topic about Space and as part of their work 
they enjoyed a visit to the Edinburgh 
Observatory. This was a timely visit 
coinciding with Tim Peake’s trip to The 
International Space Station. The children in 
nursery have also been little scientists, 
taking part in a joint workshop on 
magnetism with the children at Saltoun 
Nursery.  

The tradition that Mrs Prudence introduced 
of holding Community Cafés has continued 
and the next café takes place on Friday 22 
April on a royal theme in celebration of the 
Queen’s 90th birthday. 

 As part of our work around writing for an 
audience, the children have been 
developing themselves as authors with our 
older children writing stories for our 
younger children in school. As part of this 
work we have developed a link with a 
bookshop in St Boswells and some of our 
older children were lucky enough to be 
invited to a workshop to meet the author 
Michael Morpurgo. This was highly 
inspirational – lucky children!  

Some of our nursery children are growing 
up quickly and we are rapidly approaching 
that time of year where they will be making 
the transition into school. They have already 
joined the children in P1–7 for some World 
Book Day activities, where they showed just 
how ready for school they are!  

Our parents continue to support the work of 
the school; we are very lucky that we have 
such an interested parent body. A couple of 
Saturdays ago it was lovely to see parents 
and children working together just outside 
the school grounds creating the Humbie 
Community Orchard. We are very excited 
about this and look forward to developing 
our outside classroom within the orchard as 
well as tasting the fruit as it grows! I am 
sure this is going to be a real asset to the 
local community. 

The children in school continue to enjoy 
visiting the Humbie Hub and we are still 
hoping that we might be able to display 
some work there in the future so that the 
community can offer their feedback to the 
pupils. We love reading books on the sofas 
and nursery quite often enjoy a cosy snack 
time in the hub as well as the staff! 

The school is always grateful for all the 
community support it receives and we look 
forward to continuing to contribute to 
community life.  

 

 

HUMBIE SCHOOL AND NURSERY PTA 

It has been a busy and exciting start to 2016 
for all the children, parents and our fantastic 
community here at Humbie primary school 
and nursery! Mr Dagger left us for a new 
deputy-headship but we happily welcomed 
our new principal teacher, Mrs Kirsten 
Pearson who joins us all the way from our 
sister school, East Saltoun. She has settled 
right in and the children and parents are 
delighted that she has joined the Humbie 
community! 
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As ever January sped by and in typical 
Humbie fashion we rounded the month off 
with the Burns night supper and dance 
hosted by the PTA, which was brilliantly 
attended and supported by our children, 
parents, friends and wider community. The 
Haddington Players put on fantastic music 
and the children joined in the dancing 
(thanks to Mrs Anderson’s hard work 
teaching the kids on Thursday afternoons!) 
and entertained us with poems. A really 
great time was had by all and all the funds 
raised will go directly to supporting the 
children’s learning. 
 
The children all went to the Royal 
observatory with PTA funds to tie in with 
their topic of space. They had a fantastic 
time learning about Tim Peake and his trip 
to the space station, undertaking cool 
activities (making sun dials), looked at the 
big telescope and asked lots of questions. 
The space topic really excited the kids last 
term so if you need to know what 
constellation is what then find a Humbie 
pupil and ask them! 
 
The school has forged close bonds with the 
fabulous bookshop, The Main Street 
Trading Company in St Boswells, which is 
well worth the trip south. This term the 
bookshop came to them in their vintage ex-
fire engine Citroen H van bringing with 
them a brilliant graphic novelist for the 
older children to work with on a graphic 
novel project. It was a great opportunity for 
the children to try a new way to write 
stories and strengthen our friendship with 
this brilliant bookshop. 
 
This term the children started their ‘mile a 
day’ before lessons start and to celebrate 
Sports Relief parents and other members of 
the Humbie community joined the children 
in a mile romp before work and also raised 
money for sports relief. Everyone really 
enjoyed the walk/run and agreed that this 
is a great start to the day: the children love it 
and are out in all weather keeping fit!  
 

Committed as always to being part of the 
community, the children were so excited to 
be part of the new Humbie Orchard Project 
and the planting day was a great occasion 
for everyone with refreshments provided by 
the school. This is an amazing community 
concept, which everyone at school looks 
forward to being part of. 
 
The term finished up with some great Easter 
celebrations – the children performed (with 
audience participation!!) some inspired 
songs which Mrs Leighton had helped them 
learn and then showed off their acting, 
reading and performing skills by sharing 
the Easter story in the hall followed by some 
tasty Easter treats. 
 
We are all looking forward to the new term 
and no doubt we will have lots of news for 
you for the next newsletter. A big thank you 
to all the teachers at Humbie School and 
nursery for your unwavering enthusiasm, 
which spills over into the children and 
everyone they meet. Thank you also to our 
great community for supporting everything 
the children do and helping us raise money 
which goes straight to the kids to ensure 
they have a varied, fun, interesting and 
rounded education.  
 
If you would like to support the school in 
any way or have any ideas you’d like to 
share with us please get in touch at 
humbiepta@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Here’s to a very jolly (and sunny!) summer 
term! 
Thank you 
Helen Rawlinson on behalf of the PTA and 
the rest of the parents and children of 
Humbie Primary School and Nursery 
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HUMBIE ORCHARD PROJECT 

 

On Saturday 21 March, an empty patch of 
land behind Humbie Primary School was 
transformed into a community orchard, 
thanks to the hard work of a determined 
crew of Humbie villagers and school pupils, 
and support from Humbie Community 
Fund which enabled us to buy all the trees, 
bushes and building materials we needed. 
At least 30 people turned up equipped with 
spades, mattocks, rakes and forks to prepare 
the ground and plant the trees and bushes. 
East Lothian Council had agreed for the 
orchard to be planted on the land, and had 
removed the trees and ground down the 
stumps to provide us with some ready 
woodchip to use as mulch. Nevertheless it 
was difficult work as there were still some 
tenacious tree roots that had to be removed, 
and the discovery of two enormous roots 
prompted some friendly rivalry between 
two competing teams to be the first to dig 
theirs up. The ground was made ready for 
planting in stages, and over the course of 
afternoon the fruit trees were planted. 
Grateful thanks to the school for opening its 
doors to support hungry workers with tea 
and cake! We asked one of the younger 
members of the planting crew what he liked 
best about the orchard project and he said: I 
liked how it brought different people of all sorts 
of ages together when we planted it (Forbes 
Lawrie, age 9). 

We had opted to plant apple trees trained as 
cordons, as this allows the best use of a 
relatively small space. The trees are planted 
60cm / 2ft apart, at a 45˚ angle from the 
ground, and fruiting spurs are carefully 
pruned and trained against a framework of 
posts and wires. We had sought advice on 
our planting plan from David Affleck, who 
was involved in planting East Linton’s 
Community Orchard, and Graham Bell, a 
permaculture specialist and owner of the 
Red Shed nursery in Coldstream, which 
supplied most of the trees. We chose a 
mixture of dessert, cooking and cider apples 
to include a mixture of Scottish Heritage 

cultivars such as White Melrose and Scotch 
Bridget, and other apples known for flavour 
or reliability such as Katy, James Grieve and 
Pitmaston Pineapple. As well as the cordons, 
the entranceway to the orchard is framed by 
two apple trees, Keswick Codlin and East 
Lothian Pippin, which will be trained around 
an archway.  

Across from the apple cordons, three plum 
varieties are being fan-trained, as this is 
more suitable for stone fruits and looks 
attractive. There are two plums, Pershore 
Yellow Egg and Victoria, and a Merryweather 
damson. Two pear trees, Beth and Seikle 
were planted inside the garden and a quince 
at the back corner, opposite the entrance.  

It is said – in jest – that the best time to plant 
a fruit tree is a year ago, and failing that the 
second best time to plant a fruit tree is now. 
This is because most apple trees don’t fruit 
until their third or fourth year. Some of our 
trees were already two years old at the point 
of planting, so we may see some fruit over 
the next two years, but that still feels like a 
long time to wait! For some quick 
gratification (if that can ever be said to 
apply to the world of fruit-growing) we also 
planted some soft fruit bushes – 
blackcurrants and raspberries to line the 
pathway towards the Humbie Hub, and red 
and white currants along the front border of 
the orchard.  
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So what’s next for the orchard? Although 
the trees are planted, there is still plenty to 
be done in the near future, with benches to 
be built and a central area with planters for 
the school to use as an outdoor education 
area. Pruning and training will be an 
ongoing task, and there will doubtless 
always be weeding during the spring and 
summer months! We could also add some 
wildflowers and bulbs, and there may be 
other ideas of ways to develop the space 
over the years. And of course, when we 
have some fruit there will be picking, 
juicing, jam and all sorts of other produce to 
make.  

The orchard is for anyone in and around 
Humbie, so if you’d like to be involved, you 
can keep an eye on 
facebook.com/humbieorchard/, or if you’d 
like to be added to the email list, contact us 
at humbieorchard@gmail.com. We’ll also 
put notices of any activities such as pruning, 
weeding or fruit picking in the Humbie 
Hub. We are keen that the orchard and 
activities are accessible for everyone who is 
interested, so please get in touch if you may 
need any help or support to join in.  

 

 

HUMBIE SWI 

 
 

Humbie SWI/SWRI continues to hold 
meetings on the first Thursday of the month 
in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. All ladies are 
most welcome to attend. You don’t have to 
become a member – just come along as a 
visitor to see if we are the kind of group you 
wish to join. We have a great variety of talks 
and demonstrations as well as fundraisers 
and outings.  

Our last fundraiser was our Charity 
Rainbow Whist, held on 23 October 2015, at 
which turnout was slightly lower in 
numbers than in previous years (possibly 
due to a later date). However, we still had a 
fun evening and raised money for Muirfield 
Riding Therapy, Alzheimers Scotland and 
MacMillan Cancer Care. 

We celebrated our 96th Birthday on 5 
November, with a lovely meal at the 
Longniddry Inn. We had a room to 
ourselves and the waiting staff and the food 
were excellent. Margaret Stewart, once 
again, produced a lovely birthday cake, 
which was served with tea/coffee after the 
meal. We drew lots for the privilege of 
cutting the cake and the honour was given 
to Ann O’Donovan. 

Our December meeting saw another 
wonderful Christmas cookery 
demonstration by Margo and Sarah Hodge. 
Due to heavy snowfall, only about half of 
our members managed to attend. However, 
those of us who did get to the hall were not 
disappointed with Margo’s “touch of spice” 
addition to some international favourites 
such as New York Bar Nuts, Colcannon 
Cakes – a savoury nibble made with 
potatoes, the lovely Alpine Tartiflette – 
again using potatoes, Spiced Chicken and 
Mango Salad, Peach and Salted Caramel 
Trifle and Pomegranate Eton Mess – all 
delicious. Sarah also showed us a short film 
of her school trip to India for which she had 
raised funds to help the children of one of 
the very poor areas of that country.  

Our January meeting was again hit by local 
snowfall and the four corners 
demonstration turned out to be just 3 
corners, when members demonstrated 
various crafts and preserves, explaining 
how items should be prepared for display at 
exhibitions – such as our forthcoming 
Triennial Federation Show (more later). 

In a change to the scheduled activities, in 
February, local lady Tess Till from the legal 
firm of Pagan Osborne gave an excellent 
talk on Wills and Power of Attorney, 
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leaving us with various pamphlets to peruse 
at our leisure. We were quite surprised to 
learn that a high number of people have not 
made any legal provision at all for after the 
event of their death or for if they became 
incapable of making important decisions in 
their day to day affairs, particularly 
financial, through various causes, such as 
illness. 

On 3 March, Ann O’Donovan gave an in 
depth insight into teaching overseas, in 
particular Hong Kong. Her talk was 
illustrated by many lovely photographs and 
beautiful items of craftwork. She also 
highlighted some of the poor conditions 
faced by the people and the strict security 
those working there had to contend with. 

Our meeting on 7 April took the form of a 
visit to Mungoswells Flour Mills, which I 
was unfortunately unable to attend due to a 
small emergency visit to A & E (by a family 
member). However, I am reliably advised 
that the visit was most informative and 
enjoyable and that members’ questions were 
taken throughout. 

The AGM for Members will be held on 
Thursday 5 May. This is also election day 
for the Scottish Parliament, therefore our 
meeting will be held in the Kirk Stables. As 
well as the annual business meeting, final 
arrangements/exhibits will be laid out for 
our combined entries to the Federation 
Show. Our newer members will also have 
the chance to seek any final assistance from 
more experienced members in the art of 
“showing” to best possible advantage. 

The Triennial Federation Show is being held 
in Athelstaneford Village Hall on Saturday 
14 May 2016 from 2.00 to 5.00 p.m., with the 
official opening by Tim Porteus (storyteller 
for the East Lothian Courier – Tim’s Tales), 
at 2.30 p.m. followed by the presentation of 
cups and trophies. Admission will be £3.00 
for adults; children under 14 years of age – 
£1.00. This includes tea/coffee and home 
baking. There will also be a prize draw and 
sales table. All are welcome. 

To round off the year, our annual outing 
will take place on Wednesday 25 May. 
Provisional details are that we will take the 
Borders rail link train from Newcraighall in 
to Edinburgh Waverley, tour the city in one 
of the open topped buses, return to the 
parking/meeting area by train then proceed 
to the Foresters Arms in Pathhead for tea. 
Further details and costs will be available at 
the AGM. 

Janice Dagg, Press Secretary 

01875 340369, jdagg@btconnect.com 

 

HUMBIE BOX OFFICE 

Our 2015–16 season closes on Friday, 29 
April when we show the latest Bond movie, 
SPECTRE. Guest admission is only £4. Do 
please come along to enjoy the big screen 
experience in Humbie Village Hall. 

We are also pleased to announce that we 
will have an additional film night on 
Wednesday, 29 June when we will be 
showing Journey From Zanskar. This 2010 
documentary film was written, produced, 
and directed by Frederick Marx for Warrior 
Films. It tells the emotional story of 17 small 
children who leave home and family, 
possibly forever, in order to save their dying 
Tibetan culture. Narrated by Richard Gere 
and featuring the Dalai Lama, the film tells 
the story of their incredible journey. 
Frederick will be in Scotland and will join us 
to present his film and take questions 
following the screening. 

This special screening will not be part of 
HBO’s normal season and there will be an 
admission charge of £4.00 per person. Look 
out for posters nearer the time. 
Planning for our new season commencing in 
September will begin soon and if anyone is 
interested in film and would like to join our 
small HBO committee please do contact us. 
 
For more information and to be added to 
our mailing list, contact 
info@humbieboxoffice.co.uk 
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Humbie Community First Responder 
volunteers continue to be on call as their 
work and other commitments permit. New 
volunteers, no matter how much time you 
may be able to commit to be on call, are 
always welcome and if you are interested in 
offering your services to the Humbie 
community, please contact Rab Sneddon 
(833391), the group’s Training Coordinator, 
or Al Beck (833647), Coordinator. 

Members of the group will be willing to 
arrange Heartstart courses to give people 
hands-on training for dealing with cardiac 
arrests. If interested, contact Rab or Al. 

 

BROADBAND FOR HUMBIE 

HumbieNET is making great progress. First 
of all, if you have not seen it yet, the 
Humbie Hub displays a huge poster in the 
shop that gives basic information on the 
HumbieNET initiative. 
 
Lothian Broadband also designed a flyer for 
HumbieNET that contains additional 
information about tariffs and services. There 
are copies by the post office counter for the 
taking. 
  
Stobshiel mast is powered and working 
(covering Stobshiel, Kidlaw, Aikeyside and 
Leaston).  
Windymains and Soutra masts are now 
complete. This allows us to cover a huge 
area (Windymains, Costerton, Whitburgh, 
Soutra Mains, Woodcote Park, parts of Fala 
Village, Mavishall, Pogbie, Fala Hall, as well 
as parts of Shillinghill and parts of Humbie 
village). Also, the Fala Dam mast is just 

waiting to be powered to serve the Fala 
Dam community. 
 
So, with all these in place, the coverage for 
Humbie Village is growing; and the great 
news is that Humbie Village Hall has fast 
broadband now. 
 
With the activation of the Soutra mast and 
the almost running Fala Dam mast, Lothian 
Broadband arranged a presentation in Fala's 
Village Hall. It was a very encouraging and 
enjoyable evening for all – not least because 
Humbie Hub provided some wonderful 
special nibbles. A big thank you to all who 
came along, took part and asked questions.  

Lothian Broadband is happy to reach out to 
the communities of HumbieNET and get 
them connected. 

 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL UPDATE  

East Lothian Council’s draft Local 
Development Plan, which proposes 
significant new housing developments for 
Humbie and East Saltoun relative to the 
present sizes of these communities, has 
occupied the Community Council in recent 
months. Local consultations, mindful of the 
impact of inappropriate development on 
Bolton, had supported more modest and 
gradual developments. These community 
responses have been ignored by ELC, whose 
rhetoric purports to empower and support 
such communities. Nor did these 
consultations sway our local councillors 
who voted to include the proposed large-
scale developments in Humbie and East 
Saltoun in the draft Local Plan. A further 
well-attended meeting in Humbie Village 
Hall in March, attended by two councillors, 
can have left them in little doubt about the 
strength of local feeling on these issues. The 
Local Plan is not yet finalised. 

East Lothian Council remains unresponsive 
in respect of the Community Council’s 
request to reduce the speed limit through 
Humbie to 30 mph – in line with every other 
village in East Lothian. Humbie patently 

Humbie Community First 

Responders 
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meets the Scottish Government criteria for a 
30 mph limit – and in addition the B6368 has 
a narrow and blind approach on the eastern 
side and a fast straight stretch on the other, 
both trafficked by HGVs going to the 
sawmills and quarry, and by agricultural 
machinery. The road is especially dangerous 
for pedestrians, an increasing number of 
whom cross the road to get to the Hub. A 
number of pupils and their parents walk 
from Shillinghill to the village primary 
school– a practice which East Lothian 
Council encourages; the village hall has 
recently been refurbished and its use is 
increasing; and there is construction traffic 
to the house site adjacent to the Hub. ELC 
has not responded to these issues and has 
merely emailed a copy of a 2010 policy 
document and offered a new traffic survey, 
neither of which have any bearing on the 
Government’s criteria for a lower limit. It is 
notable that Midlothian Council has just 
reduced the limit in Fala to 20mph! 

The Community Council has organised a 
candidate hustings for the forthcoming 
Scottish Parliament elections. It takes place 
in the church at 7.30 pm on Thursday 28 
April, and all the candidates will be 
attending. 

As you will have seen from the previous 
article, the network of masts which provide 
the broadband network, HumbieNET, 
owned by Humbie and Lammermuir 
Community Enterprise (HLCE) and 
operated on its behalf by Lothian 
Broadband (LB), is now almost complete 
and is able to reach almost all of our 
community and deliver download speeds 
ranging from 10MBps to ‘superfast’. If you 
live within the catchment area for 
HumbieNET, HLCE will pay LB to install a 
service to your house even if you do not 
want to take the HumbieNET broadband 
service just now, perhaps because you are 
under contract to another provider. 

 All subscribers to HumbieNet are eligible to 
become members of HLCE, elect its board 
and determine its direction - contact Al Beck 

on Humbie-becks@zen.co.uk if you are 
interested. 

Finally, elections for the Community 
Council will be held in October. If you are 
interested in standing for election and want 
to find out what’s involved in the role, 
speak to one of the local members – Scott 
Maxwell, Al Beck or Frank Kirwan.  

(Editor’s note: The November newsletter 
referred to a quad-biking event at 
Ewingston in late spring. We have been 
asked to point out that the track is at 
Bughtknowe rather than Ewingston and 
that there were four events during the year.) 

 

HUMBIE COMMUNITY FUND/ DUN 
LAW COMMUNITY BENEFIT TRUST 

 
Since the autumn newsletter, the trustees of 
the Humbie Community Fund have agreed 
the following grants: 
 
Humbie PTA (fireworks) – £550 
Humbie Christmas Community Lunch - 
£190.23  
Humbie Orchard Project – £1,250 
Kirk Bridge repair – 10 per cent of costs up 
to a maximum of £2,000 (an offer has been 
made subject to a number of conditions 
including all other funding being in place) 
Humbie Community First Responders – up 
to £300 for costs (12 months cost of hall hire 
for training events and monthly mobile 
phone charges) 
Humbie Kirk – £154.80 for costs associated 
with the Kirk’s new website. 
 
The Humbie Community Fund has accepted 
a contribution of £1500 from the Dun Law 
Fund to support small projects/groups in 
the community. Details of this award were 
circulated to most groups in the community 
earlier in the year and applications were 
invited. Requests were received from two 
organisations – Humbie Kirk and the First 
Responders. 
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At its November 2015 and February 2016 
meetings, the Dun Law Extension 
Community Benefit Trust approved £1,500 
for each participating community to fund 
smaller projects in their area. 
 
The Trust meets quarterly (February, May, 
September and November) and the next 
meeting will be held in Oxton on 11 May. 
Full details of the application process and 
application forms are available at 
www.dunlaw.org. 
 
For more information about either fund 
contact Alastair Beck (833647, humbie-
becks@zen.co.uk) 

 

HUMBIE HUB 

We are now in our second year, having had 
our first anniversary on 29 March 2016 of 
when we officially opened the new shop 
and café. It has been an eventful year with 
lots of learning along the way and changes 
too, the biggest change being the refit of the 
café kitchen which took place in early in 
March. It ended on a very high note as the 
Hub was highly commended for its impact 
on the local community at the Scottish Civic 
Trust My Place Awards. 

Business is growing and we are evolving all 
the time. We have a larger selection of stock, 
including gifts, greeting cards some 
stationery etc., and aim to have as much 
variety as possible. We are offering a wide 
selection of food including for special 
dietary needs. As always, please do give us 
suggestions of what you would like us to 

stock for you. Our aim is to stock as much 
local produce as possible, and we currently 
have a selection of meat, eggs, milk, 
Mungoswells flour, and Hoods honey to 
name a few. We also have a selection of KT 
Kitchens meals in our freezer. If anyone has 
anything they would like us stock, please let 
us know.  

Our art exhibitions have gone well and 
proved very successful. Thank you to all 
who have helped and contributed.  

Keith View, our holiday apartment has had 
a lot of good reviews and we have had 
many overseas guests, which is testing our 
language skills!!  

We are still looking for people to join our 
regular therapist in hiring our therapy room 
– a hairdresser or a chiropodist, perhaps – 
so if anyone is interested or knows anyone 
who may be interested, please contact us.   

It’s great to have Lothian Broadband in the 
Hub Tech Shed (the internet is great) and if 
anyone is interested in finding out more 
about them, we have an information board 
in the Hub.  

Many thanks to all our customers for your 
continued support.  

 

Morag Taylor 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The editor would like to thank all those who have contributed in any way - through articles, help or 
advice - to this issue. Thanks also to the trustees of the Humbie Community Fund for covering the 
printing costs. Large print copies are available on request. Comments or suggestions for further issues 
would be welcome. Please contact Liz Hunter on 833223 or liz.lewis4@btinternet.com 


