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Readings for Palm Sunday, 5 April 2020 

 

The translation used here is the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) for all 

readings. 

 

Matthew 21: 1-11  

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 

of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of 

you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them 

and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord 

needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.”  This took place to fulfil what 

had been spoken through the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, 

your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, 

the foal of a donkey.” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey 

and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large 

crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 

and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that 

followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who 

comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 

this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 

Galilee.” 

 

 

John 12: 1-11  

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom 

he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, 

and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly 

perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. 

The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one 

of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this 

perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the 

poor?” (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was 



a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus 

said, “Leave her alone. She bought it[c] so that she might keep it for the day of 

my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not 

only because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the 

dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, since it was 

on account of him that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in 

Jesus. 

 

 

Matthew 26: 14-25  

Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 

priests and said, “What will you give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him 

thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he began to look for an 

opportunity to betray him. 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where 

do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” He said, 

“Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is 

near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” So the disciples 

did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 

When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while they were 

eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” And they became 

greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, 

Lord?” He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me 

will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one 

by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not 

to have been born.” Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He 

replied, “You have said so.” 

 

John 13: 31-35 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 

God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also 

glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  Little children, I am with you 

only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to 

you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that 
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you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 

for one another.” 

 

 

Matthew 26: 26-31  
 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke 

it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he took a 

cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until 

that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; 

for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be 

scattered.’ 

 

 

Matthew 26: 36-39; 45-47; 57  

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his 

disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took with him Peter and 

the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to 

them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with 

me.” And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My 

Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what 

you want.”  Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still 

sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is 

betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is 

at hand.” 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a 

large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the 

people.  

Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose 

house the scribes and the elders had gathered.  

 



Matthew 27: 1-2; 15; 21-22; 27-31; 35-37  

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred 

together against Jesus in order to bring about his death. They bound him, led 

him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor. 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 

crowd, anyone whom they wanted. The governor again said to them, “Which of 

the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate 

said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All 

of them said, “Let him be crucified!”  

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 

headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped 

him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, 

they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him 

and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on him, and took 

the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of 

the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by 

casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head 

they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

 

Matthew 27: 45-50  

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When 

some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” At 

once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, 

and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah 

will come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed 

his last. 

 


